Doing the Dance of Death with Dust: Roomba Roomba BEEE, KAFEHH

We’ve been hearing the battle cry of the technologists, “The Future Is Here!” for many years. And now,

from the Massachusetts-based company iRobot, we have one of the most anticipated products in modern

history: a robot vacuum cleaner that works while you play!
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It’s called the Roomba, a play on the words “room” and the vigorous dance called the “rumba.” According
to consumers, this device really does the dance of death with dust. You place the Roomba on the floor, turn
it on, choose your settings (including room size) and then watch the little devil go. Or, as most people do,

you don’t watch it go but instead do something productive (or fun) with the time you’ve saved.
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The Roomba covers every corner of a room with its “random walk.” Along the way;, it sucks up dirt, coffee
grounds, and pretty much anything smaller than an acorn. The machine cleverly avoids stairs, and when it

bumps into furniture, it backs up, turns, and starts off in a new direction.
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The demand for Roomba products is unprecedented; over a million have already been sold. And the
accolades just keep pouring in. One customer commented that if the machine could learn to scratch his

back and get him a beer, he might consider marrying one.
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—by Murray Walker
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setting [~ setin] n. &
random [ * reendem] adj. BEHLHY
unprecedented [An ° prese dentid] adj. TEAEHIK), FSHIH

More Information

battle cry {2} (B BORBR S D
vigorous [ * vigeras] adj. ¥ /17
ground [graund] n. & YUIEY

acorn [ ekorn]n. %71, #sz

bump into : filff# k...

start off : JF4f; ik to setout on ajourney
accolade [ seko * led] n. FR%E, %k

back up : J5i&; fBliR[=%; 5](%) move backward



